
	eDNA Expeditions 2026-2028 Science Plan 



Name of the site: 
__________________________________________________________________________


This template document is meant to guide the core sites of eDNA Expeditions 2026-2028 in developing their sampling and monitoring plan, as well as recording the contact information, location of materials and protocols for future reference. The document consists of a set of guiding questions describing the site, the monitoring needs and the community to engage. The answer boxes do not have a set word limit but can be filled out freely, although answers are best kept succinct. The resulting science plan will be the reference for the project coordination team, as well as an internal reference and guide that can be referred to if new personnel join the team or need information on the project activities. 
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Contact information
Full postal address (including postal code)



	Name of receiver
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	






Coordination
	Name
	

	Contact
	

	Affiliation
	

	Role
	



Scientific team
	Name
	

	Contact
	

	Affiliation
	

	Role
	



Management team
	Name
	

	Contact
	

	Affiliation
	

	Role
	



Outreach team
	Name
	

	Contact
	

	Affiliation
	

	Role
	



Other
	Name
	

	Contact
	

	Affiliation
	

	Role
	



	[bookmark: _heading=h.gfdobr4h7s9m]Site description and monitoring questions


General description
A short description of your site, habitats and species of interest, conservation concerns, main challenges, and/or actions.
	[free text; max. 400 words]




Seasonal trends
Are there known seasonal trends or variations that you would like to capture?
	[free text]




Existing monitoring efforts
Are there regular monitoring activities taking place at your site, or other projects ongoing? If yes, what are their timing and goals? Can the sampling of this project be organized conjointly?
	[free text]



Monitoring question
The site-based questions you’re asking and your hypotheses.
	[free text]




What are you expecting from the data
What kind of information, analyses or indicators would you like to receive back? What would be a meaningful indicator or result for you to be able to guide management decisions?
	[free text]





Other factors to consider
Are there any climate or meteorological conditions that will affect the sampling plans? Touristic season, school calendar to keep in mind?
	[free text]
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Target community
What communities are you planning to work with? Local schools, local fishing community, others? 
	[free text]




Age group
What age will your target community mostly be?
	[free text]





Coordination
Who will coordinate their participation? Your own team, or are you working with a local organization? Will local teachers be involved?
	[free text]




Access to sampling locations
What logistical means or limitations do you have to access your sampling sites, and bring the community participants?
	[free text]





	[bookmark: _heading=h.h24jiw5lnyki]Sampling plan


Sampling period
The goal is to sample every three/four months to observe seasonal variations across the years. These will start from the first available period onwards, to cover up to four sampling events per year until September 2028. Which months or periods are you mostly targeting? 
	e.g. Sep-Oct to detect the arrival of spawning 
[bookmark: _heading=h.j4856vazzkir]



Depending on the target months identified above, highlight the months for seasonal sampling throughout the project below. 

2026
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec


[bookmark: _heading=h.zc5lg55cwwam]
2027
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec



2028
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec



	Total number of sampling events
	



Sampling locations and replication level
The implementation plan accounts for 15 sampling kits per site per sampling event. Two of these are dedicated to negative controls: one to collect at the start of the sampling event, and one at the end. Keeping one as a backup, this leaves 12 true samples to collect. Depending on the question, these could be collected at two, three or four locations, with six, four or three replicates each respectively. The implementation plan covers considerations for the selection of the sampling locations, as well as example cases to develop the monitoring questions (p. 12-15).




Map of the sampling area
Drop below the map of your sampling area. You can already pinpoint the locations of interest, or we can do this together during the science call. 



Target areas
Depending on the monitoring question developed above, what conditions or characteristics do you need for your sampling locations?
	[free text]


Selected locations
In short, describe the selected locations below and why they are targeted. Include their coordinates if possible.
	[free text]
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	Objectives and Rationale

	Main challenges facing the site
	

	The research or monitoring question
	

	Sampling frequency

	Expected seasonal patterns
	

	Target sampling dates
	Sample event 1 
(= test event)
	[Dates]
	Community involved?
	Yes/No

	
	Sample event 2
	
	Community involved?
	

	
	Sample event 3
	
	Community involved?
	

	
	Sample event 4
	
	Community involved?
	

	
	Sample event 5
	
	Community involved?
	

	
	Sample event 6
	
	Community involved?
	

	
	Sample event 7
	
	Community involved?
	

	
	Sample event 8
	
	Community involved?
	

	
	Sample event 9
	
	Community involved?
	

	Sampling locations

	Location 1
	Name
	

	
	Description
	

	
	Coordinates
	Latitude  _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ _     Longitude  _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ _

	Location 2
	Name
	

	
	Description
	

	
	Coordinates
	Latitude  _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ _     Longitude  _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ _

	Location 3
	Name
	

	
	Description
	

	
	Coordinates
	Latitude  _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ _     Longitude  _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ _

	Location 4
	Name
	

	
	Description
	

	
	Coordinates
	Latitude  _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ _     Longitude  _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ _

	Location selected for the first, test sampling event
	[Name]

	Sampling logistics

	Storage location of the sampling equipment
	

	Checklist before sampling
	· Decontaminate the sampling bottles
· Charge the pump batteries
· Review the sampling protocol in the Field Sampling Booklet
· Go through the sampling equipment checklist in the Field Sampling Booklet
· Special considerations for your site?


	Contact person(s) responsible for the sampling equipment
	

	Contact person(s) responsible for the sampling organisation
	

	Contact person(s) responsible for the community participation
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